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Types of Government
Monarchy - government by a family who have inherited
the title of monarch.
Dictatorship - rule by an individual or group with no
democratic aspects, total control by one person or group.
Democracy - rule by the people
Communist - government by one party- ultimate power to
the state which 'looks after' its citizens (China).
One Party State - A state where only one political party
exists and runs the country and is often associated with
communist forms of government, e.g. Syria/ North Korea.
Anarchy - a state without any form of
government/control. There could be a total breakdown
of in society e.g. during Civil War.
Theocracy - Where the religious leaders run the country
e.g. Iran
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Key Words: What does democracy mean? A system of government by the
Democracy: A system of government by the entire population or a majority of eligible citizens, usually
entire population or a majority of eligible citizens, through elected representatives.

usually through elected representatives. It includes the following aspects:

country.

* Regular and fair elections

+ An electoral system where there is a secret ballot and where
the results reflect the views of the people. The results are
also accountable,

Liberal Democracy: a system of government based
on representative democracy and linked to
freedoms and rights for citizens. USA, UK and
EU follow this type of democracy.

Direct Democracy: a system of government where + There are regular elections which makes the Government
all citizens take part in decision making. A accountable.

modern example of this is the use of « Any citizen can stand for election.

referendums. * Candidates can campaign equally without any fear of
Representative Democracy: A system of intimidation or bribery.

gover'nmem where citizens are elected to + The ﬂ"lEdiG can frggly FEPOI"T on 1']-]3 work gf Government.
represent others in an assembly. A UK example + The judiciary is separate from government and citizens can

would be an MP or a councillor,

use the legal process to hold government to account.

The Values underpinning democracy

» Rights - These are our legal, social and ethical entitlements and all citizens enjoy them equally. This structures
how government operates, the law and morality of society e.g. Human Rights, children'’s rights.

* Responsibilities - the state or fact of having to do something. We have duties as citizens of a society. E.g. pay
taxes, obey the law, be called for jury service, conscription during war, These are not optional and underpinned by
the law.

* Freedoms - the ability to act, speak or think as one wants. E.g. freedom of choice, freedom of the press, freedom
of movement.

* The Rule of Law - everyone must obey the law not matter who they are e.g. gender, class, wealth, religion.

* Equality - This is how society treats its members. There should be equal treatment for all. There is legislation
protecting dif ferent groups e.g. Sex Discrimination Acts 1975 and 1986; Race Relations Act 1965, 1968, 1976,
2000; Sexual Offences Act 2003, Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013; Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and
2005,

These now fall under the name of The Equality Act 2010 which is overseen by The Equality and Human Rights

Commission.
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House of Commons: 650 Members of Parliament
(MPs) - elected by people at a general election.
The party which has the majority of MPs forms the
government. MPs represent the electorate for a
given area e.g. constituency.
mammmawmm
(who have areas they are experts in e.g. Lord Sugar
advises on business matters), and Hereditary Peers
(families have held the titles and pass it down).
Monarch: Most of his/her powers has been given to
the Prime Minister and other ministers, but does
sign off all laws passed by Parliament - Royal
Assent’ and must agree if the Prime Minister wishes
to call a general election.

—

Political Party — group of people who
share the political ideas and work
together to achieve power at local or
national level e.g. The Labour Party or
the Conservative Party.

The Cabinet - senior members of the
Government who hold ministerial jobs.

1.
2.
3.

The law limits the number of
ministers in the Cabinet.
Ministers receive more money than
MPs.

The most senior ministers are the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the
Home Secretary and the Foreign
Secretary.
Cabinet meets regularly at 10
Downing Street.

The Prime Minister chairs Cabinet

meetings.

The Prime Minister decides who is in
the Cabinet and can sack them at
any time.

Theme 3: Politics and Participation. The Institutions of the British Constitution

House of Commons
]

Make laws
Debate proposals

House of Loras

Check proposed laws
Suggest amendments

Approves laws

|

Approve new laws
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Theme 3: Politics and Participation. The Institutions of the Britisih Constitution

Key Words:

Prime Minister: the Head of
Government. The monarch is the
Head of State (In the USA, the
President holds both posts). The
Prime Minister is the leader of the
largest party in the House of
Commons and is an elected MP.
Legislature: a body normally elected
that decides upon the laws that
apply to a state. In the UK,
Parliament is the legislature (in the
USA, Congress is the legislature).
Civil Service: employees of the state
who administer our public policy.
Political Parties: a group of people
who share a common ideology and
political beliefs and wishes to win
elections in order to carry out their
ideas.

The institutions of the British Constitution:

-

The Power of government - government which is a body that makes,
proposes and carries out the policy and laws.

The Prime Minister and Cabinet

The sovereignty of Parliament - Only Parliament can make and change laws.
The roles of the legislature - Another name for Parliament which can make
laws. This can be done through the House of Commons or House of Lords.
The Opposition - the ‘official opposition’ is the name given to the largest
party in the Commons not in power. The opposition are MPs representing
parties not in government.

Political Parties

The Monarch

Citizens

The Judiciary

The Police

The Civil Service: The Civil Service is based upon three core principles:
Impartiality - Civil Service serves the Crown and not a specific government.

. Anonymity - They should not be identified or associated with specific

policies.

. Permanence - the stay in post when a government leaves office. They serve

whichever government is in power.

The UK Constitution is described as being unwritten and uncodified.

Comment

Unwritten There is no single written This makes changing

Advantages Disadvantages

Gives power to the government

document that is called the | aspects of constitutional of the day to make any changes
British Constitution. There | law easy, no different than | itwishes. Other countries like

are constitutional laws and | any other type of law.
conventions.

Uncodified | There is a range of
documents containing
aspects of constitutional
arrangements. They are not | be looked at in isolation

the USA have formal written
documents and have laid out ways
to make changes that involve each
state.

It enables changes to be It enables changes to be made

made easily, for example piecemeal that could undermine

lowering the voting age can | existing constitutional rights
when taken together.

linked or identified as being | from, say, changing the 4

constitutional.

parliamentary boundaries.
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Theme 3: Politics and Participation. Local and develved gevernment

, International bodies to which the UK belongs, e.g. UN, ;
p WTO, NATO, European Union* /

Central Government in the UK (Parliament)

The term government refers to a range of T

structures that operate within a state. They are \_ Scotland, Wales and N. ireland
usually prefixed by words such as central, national, e ordon athorty, /.
regional or local. These refer to the geographical Unf’t‘:':*c:ﬁ:w
reach of the powers of these bodies. These Bﬁ.ﬁﬁfts p
different levels of government are often referred tc \ Town/ /

. * Parish /
as tiers of government.

Key Words:

Tiers: another term for levels of government.

Central Government: term used to describe the government of the UK,
Devolved government: name given to the bodies created under the policy of
devolution, such as the Scottish Parliament.

Devolved Powers: decisions now being made by the devolved bodies e.g. Welsh
Assembly.

Reserved Powers: still taken by the UK Parliament on behalf of all parts of the
UK e.g. defence and foreign policy.

Some authorities elect majors e.g.
In London Sadig Khan (Labour) is the
Lord MEYOF Since 2016.
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PETERBOROUGH

‘ CITY COUNCIL

Home * Council and Democracy = “Your Councillors

Fletton and Stanground

Hampton Vale

Home

Council and democracy
Calendar

Constitution
Committees

Decisions

Election results
Forthcoming Decisions

Your Councillors by Ward

» Find your councillor
= Your councillors alphabetically
= Your councillors by political party

» Your councillors by ward

,

Councillor Oliver Ceuncillor Jade

Councillor

=

Councillor

.

Councillor Chris

Councillor

Forward plans ¢ Pulistorcontactaetals Christian Hogg Sainsbury Seager Marco Cereste Lindsay Sharp Wiggin
Library « Councillor attendance summary Fletion-and
Meetings + View councilors in a table Fletton and Fletton and Hampton Vale Hampton Vale Hampton Vale
Outside bodies Stanground Stanground _ Stanground Conservative Conservative  Liberal Democrats
Za"SthO“”C"S t Liberal Democrats ~ Conservative  -iPeral Democrats Cabinet Member
earcl ocuments =
Subscribe to updates Stanground south o C"mate_
Councillors Change, Planning,
MPs Housing and
What's New {“ Transport
Your Mayor \\

Public

& A

Councillor Ray Councillor Chris Councillor Brian

Fletton and Woodston

Hargate and Hempsted

Bisby Harper Rush <
Stanground ?outh Stanground South Stanground South
C'onserva'tlve Independent Conservative m t
CabinetAdvisorto | 1o ot the : Councillor
the Cabinet  pererorough First Councillor Imtiaz €ouncillor Andy - iior Alan Councillor  Councillor John  Nicolle Moyo
Member for Group Al Coles Dowson Mohammed Howard Hargate and
Childrens Fletton and Fletton and Fletion:and Farooq Hargate and Hempsted
Services, Woraeg Woodston e Hargate and Hempsted Conservative
Education, Skills Labour and Conservative Labiolic 2nd Hempsted Conservative
and the University Cooperative Party CaPINEtMEMDEr o0 e rative Party Conservative  Cabinet Member
for Finance and for Adult Social
Corporate Care, Health and
Governance Public Health



Births, deaths & ceremonies

Community centres

https://www.peterborough.gov.uk/council

Fostering & adoption

Housing

Peterborough City Council was formed as a unitary authority in 1998, having previously been part of Cambridgeshire County Council.

Leisure & cufture As a unitary authority, the council has both the powers of a non-metropolitan county and district council combined.

Murseries & childcare

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) mid-year estimate for the population of Peterborough was 193,980in 2015. You can

Parking read about the city's 2011 census and view various maps of Peterborough in the About Peterborough section.

Peterborough Information Network Our values

Rubbish & recydi
" The council has five core values that guide the way we treat our customers, partners and each other. They include:

Safer Peterborough
e Expertise - we recognise and value the differences, skills, knowledge and experience of all our colleagues

Schools & aducation ¢ Trust - we are honest and open in all our dealings and deliver on our promises

Initiative - we are proactive and use our creativity to identify and resolve problems
Special Educational Meeds - Local Offer

Customer Focused - we understand and aim to meet our customer's diverse needs, treating them fairly and with respect

Work together/One team - we work with colleagues and partners to deliver the best services possible.
Transport & streets

You can read more about the council's vision on the strategic priorities page.

Youth services
I
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Theme 3: Politics and Participation. Local and develved government

What is devolution?

The tronsfer of low-moking powers and/or funding from central
government (in London) 1o other regional bodies in the UK,

- Scottish portioment

Wh er e? « Wetsh, Northern irelond, or London assemblies
- regions with an elected mayor
- councils.

Next come the various moyorol regions such os In London or Greater
Manchester. They moy have vanous extro powers such as aver policing
or housing,

Powers least lkely to be devolved ore those reloted to defence and
Intemationol relations

Devolution involves transtferring powers over specific policy aneas from
centrol govermnment to locol government of regionol oreos.

Following devolution 10 Scotland, Woles and Northem irelond, which created
regional porlioments or assemblies in 1998, these oreas have hod control over
o range of policy areas. However, Englond has not hod the same, with MPs
from the devolved oreos still being able to vote on "English® issues.

The devolved powers can
make decisions on areas
such as agriculture,
education, health and
social care, housing and
local government
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Theme 3: Politics and Participation. How powers are organised

Key Words:

Local Elections: elections held for
councillors to local councils, held on a
fixed date in May after the fixed
term of office has expired.

Lords Spiritual: the 26 bishops of the
Church of England who are members
fo the House of Lords.

Voter Turnout: the percentage of
voters who actually vote against the
total number who are registered to
vote.

Voter Apathy: a lack of interest by
citizens in the electoral and political
process.

Electoral Commission: a government-
established body that monitors and
oversees all UK elections and
referendums.

Who can stand for election?

* Must be at least 18 years old.

« British Citizen, or a citizen of the Commonwealth or the Republic of Ireland.
* You cannot stand for more than one constituency.

You cannot stand for election if you are:

A Civil Servant; police; in the armed forces; a government nominated director
of a commercial company; a judge; peer in the House of Lords (including bishops
known as the Lords Spiritual.

Candidate Selection:

This varies between political parties. The usual method is as follows:

* Local party will advertise in party journal for people to apply.

* They have to be on a list approved by the National party.

* Local party workers will then draw up a short list after interviewing potential
candidates.

* A 'returning officer' (a member of another local branch) will oversea the
procedure for the party.

* The potential candidates are invited to attend a meeting of party members.

« The send a leaflet to all party members asking for their vote.

Who can vote in elections?

* A British Citizen or a member of the EU or Commonwealth living in the UK.

* Anyone 18 and over can register to vote.

+ Not suffering any legal incapacity to vote.

Who cannot vote in elections?
* Members of the House of Lords.
* People in prison

* Anyone found guilty in the last 5 years of illegal practices in connection with an election.
* Been detained under certain sections of the Mental Health Act.

In Scotland the voting age for local and Scottish Parliament elections is 16.
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Theme 3: Politics and Participation. How powers are erganised

Voter Apathy - so what?
There is concem about the lack of citizen involvement in political process.
1. Membership of political parties is in decline — particularly amongst young

people.
2. Young people often don't vole in elections.
3. If young people don't become engaged what is the future of

How can citizens participate in 8 4 AM%MmdemNdmbmmm
i 5. Number of people who vote in elections has declined since WWIl.

There are other ways 10 participate in a 6. Political parties have difficulty raising funds.

democracy other than voting — you can get 7. This can all mean small groups or individuals have too much influence on

involve din campaigning for a local or national the political process.

Public
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Theme 3: Politics and Participation. How powers are organised

Barriers to participation In the democratic process:

People who do not participate give a range of reasons such as:

Lack of interest or Apathy

A belief that their participation will not make a difference

A lack of faith in politicians and the political process

A lack of information or understanding about how 1o participate
The issues are not important to them

They lead busy lives.

Some attempts have been made to make voling and registering easier, including making
Citizenship compulsory in schools. Other suggestions include;

Compulsory voting
Lowering the voting age to 16

Allowing online voting. Allowing weekend voting
Changing polling hours

Opening polling stations in different locations

Encouraging postal voting or telephone voting.

It has been seen that young people will vote on issues they feel are relevant 1o them.
109,000 16-17 year okis registered to vote for the Scottish referendum, making the final
tumout 84%

SALLN -

DOALLN -

— Brexit Referendum
l Prefarence snd Tumout by Age

Geoat Britan ¥
Reteroncum | 4
© Leave the EU

Tumout 72.2%

o Nernowt N
5 b h‘-.n\

Leave 519% =3

Ramain 48 1%
- - - :
- ' .
-
-

11
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Theme 3: Politics and Participation. How powers are organised

W: UK political parties: Reasons FOR Lowering the | Reasons AGAINST Lowering
« Labour has 515,000 members Voting Age to 16. the Voting Age to 16.
. MWM‘lﬁm
* Liberal Democrats 76,000
: Green Party (England and Wales) 55,500 . o ™ "
* Plaid Cymru (Wales) 8,300 including 16- and 17-year-olds in the world of home ownership, employment,
« Conservative Party had 149,800 members — this was 2014 independence referendum led to tax or pensions but these economic
.dmmammmﬂ the lowering of the voting age for local issues are often at the forefront of
and Holyrood elections, election campaigns. They are not relevant
mwumnm%mmm t0 16 year olds.
but overall party membership in the UK remains tiny Young people should have a say In Lack of experience in the matters above
when compared to other countries in Europe. Several matters that directly affect them, suchas  prevents young people from making a
mh“mmmmhm the tuition fees. considered judgement at the ballot box.
Conservatives and the Lib Dems combined.
After the Scottish Referendum 3 study by 18- to 24-year-olds have the lowest
R hiATR AR the University of Edinburgh during the turnout of any age group in elections,
. referendum found that some teenagers reflecting an apparent lack of interest in
‘ were initially doubtful of their own politics so why would a 16 year old be
=, abilities to make the right decision, but any better?
that this led them to actively seek out
information to help inform their
Judgement.
Lowering the limit will encourage civic- Teenagers who do want to cast their
mindedness at an earlier age and votes would be impressionable and easidly
" establish an interest in the political influenced by radical politics, or would
" : e system, which will be continued not fully think things through and would
,;,"‘ LW ‘ throughout a person’s e, blindly vote for the same party as their
- W . e '
- e
B ol N Electoral Reform Soclety: The Electoral Reform Society is a founding
S . T - member of the Votes at 16 coalition. Votes at 16 are not just supported by the
Py are e TR R S IS S SNP, Labour, Liberal Democrats and the Greens — but also by the leader of the

Scottish Conservatives, Ruth Davidson
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Theme 3: Politics and Participation. Government spending

Key Words:

Command Economy: a national
economy where all elements of the
economic system are controlled by
the government.

Market Economy: a national economy
where most of the economy is run
by the private sector and the state
owns and runs limited elements.
Mixed Economy: a national economy
that has elements run and owned by
the state and others run by the
private sector.

Budget: an annual statement made
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer
to the House of Commons about the
taxation and spending policy for the
forthcoming year.

Nationalised: where the state owns
and runs a part of the economy.
Real Government spending: the
change in the amount government
spends after taking account of
inflation.

Manifesto: a document provided by a
political party at the time of an
election outlining the policies it
would like to introduce.

Gross Domestic Product (GDP): the
value of all the goods and services
created in a country, normally
measured on an annual basis.

Chart 2: Public sector recelpts 2016-17

Other (non-taxes), £51 bdlion

Other (taxes), £69 bibon Income tax, £182 bilion

Counc tax, £30 billion

Business rates, £24 billion

Naticnal Insurance, £126 bilion

Corporation tax, £43 billion Excise duties, £48 billion

Source. OWoe for Rucget Recponstiltye 2006-77 Somcast Fgams sy 1ot sas e 1o Sanding
Oty (Tnes) i 003 CRORN tases. TamD dution, WOk GRCe CWLos 800 Other Smal tay Cepts. Other Don-tasst inchuoks intnest

UK GOVERNMENT SPENDING
Pensions and welfare benefits: 27%

Personal social services: 5%

safety- 6% Health: 18%

Transport: 3%
Industry, agriculture,

empioyment & training: 4%

Defence: 5% Education: 13%

SOURCE. HM Treasury

Government can increase public
spending by raising money the
following ways:

1. Increase tax.

2. Borrow money (from World
Bank)

Areas potentially needing
more money:
Welfare; education; health;

the elderly; 13




Theme 3: Politics and Pari

Key Words:

Constituencies: a named geographical
area consisting on average of about
65,000 voters which elects a single
MP to the UK Parliament.

First Past the Post: an election
system based upon the candidate
with the highest number of votes
cast being elected.

Proportional: a system of voting
whereby the number of people
elected relates to the number
(percentage) of votes cast.
Supplementary voting: a voting
system used in the UK where voters
have a second vote which is used in
the election process if no candidate
gets 50 percent of the first choice
votes.

. Where does Political Power reside?

2017 National Results

Conservative lead by 55 seats | 650 of 650 seats declared

] z L) ] )

Labour SNP Liberal Democrat Other parties Conservative

262 seats -3z 35 seats (1w 12 seats a1 24 seats (s 317 seats
12,874 264 votes 077,568 votes 2,371,762 votes 2,339,678 votes 13,632,932 votes
(40.0%) (3.0%) (7.4%) (7.3%) {42.3%)

326 seats for a magority|

Public



Theme 3: Politics and Participation. Where does Political Power reside?
Single Transferable Vote (STV) [x]

In the end, rather than just sending one MP, constituencies ore

able to send a teom’ of MPs that best represents the spread of
votes in thot areq.

e G

The Alternative Vote System (AV) [X]
AV s g preferental
voung systom -
voters put a "1 but
their first choice
condidote, 0 2" by
thewr second choice,

Fired Post the Post s This is the constituency
mop from the 2015 General
'T”le Election. The Conservotive
m‘ g ! i * party hod o 12 seot mojority
the 2090 over Lobour, but other
ged by parties - such os the SNP,
BONIIOR Baction -~ wime Liberol Demacrots, Plaid
REPIR Cymru, Green and UKIP -
Sjorky. olso won seats.

bl Sources: bbe couk, porioment uk, Electorol Reform Society.
Public



Theme 3: Politics and Participation. Where does Political Power reside?
& NN v s

Some people believe the advantages are

Produces 'strong'

Far fewer votes

government wasted
through majorities
Retains strong Retains

constituency link
and ensures 50%
support of the
elected candidate

constituency link

Gives voice to
minor parties

Some people believe the disadvantages are:

Can produce Difficult to
results that are understand
even less
representative Leads to large
constituencies
Requires
knowledge of all

parties

Hard to produce a
‘strong' majority
government

We dont know for certain but the 2015 could have looked like

Con 337 Lab 227 Con 276 Lab 236
LD 9, SNP 54 LD 26, SNP 34
UKIP 1, Gr1 UKIP 54, Gr 3

Plaid 3. DUP 8 Plaid 4, DUP S
UUP 2, Sinn Fein 4 UUP 3, Sinn Fein 4

Public
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Key Words:

Two Party System: a political
system that is dominated by two
political parties, each of which may
at some time form a government.
New Right: a view of conservatism
(linked to Margaret Thatcher in the
1980s) that limiting the impact of
the state on business and lowering
taxation and what services the state
provided was the best means of
increasing national wealth and
allowed for personal empowerment
and increased social mobility.
Individual Liberty: the concept that
in a modern democracy people have
the freedom to make their own
choices and decisions.

Tolerance: a concept based upon the
idea that in a modern society people
show understanding of others with
differing views and opinions.

respectparty,

SNP& ";"’,, Green Party  shie

#Labour (£) Bamrecrats
. Conservatives At

éﬁb‘ P 5 Sinn Féin =% bymru ;Vajes

Theme 3: Politics and Participation. The Political Parties in the UK.

Political Ideology - This is the different ideas and policies that political
parties have and the values that help a political party decide on any
political issue. Traditionally political parties have been labelled as being to
the right, left or centre.

| COMMUNISM

1 Rule by the
We n

| commlum

» Collectivism e.g
| Russia, China
e(c

———

[ EXTREME LEFT

GREEN | LABOUR PWBERAD TORY  UKP

@LEFT RIGHT®
BRITISH POLITICAL SPECTRUM

SOCIALISM CONSERVATISM

Traditionally | Traditionally

representing working | representing

class | bourgeoisie/middie
class

Values: Collectivism
(see self as part of
group, nation etc)
Nationalised industry

Values: Individualism
(see self and family as
most important)

(belonging to | Traditional gender rotes
everyone) | Free trade and

Social welfare and | enterprise

benefits | Accumutation of

Negotiable social roles
Distribution of wealth

- | personal wealth
| Strong law and order

FASCISM

Rute by an
unelected leader
Cult of
Individual e.g
Hitler, Mussoling,
Stalin

EXTREME RIGHT ]

147
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Labour

Liberal Democrats

Policy area

Education

Health

Immigration

Conservatives

® Increase the overall
schools budget in
England by £4bn by
2022

@ No school will have its
budget cut as a result
of the new funding
formula

® End the ban on new
selective schools

@ Introduce T-Levels

@ £8bn increase to
NHS England budget
compared to current
level by 2022-23

@ Include value of family
home in means test for
people receiving social
care at home

® Cost of care to be
capped and people
guaranteed to keep
£100,000 of assets once
care bill paid

® Allow deferral of care
bills until after death to
ensure no one is forced
to sell family home

® Reduce net migration to
tens of thousands

® Double the Immigration
Skills Charge on
companies employing
migrant workers

® Increase minimum
earnings threshold for
family visa sponsorship

@ Toughen requirements
for student visas and
rules allowing them to
stay and work

@ Abolish university tuition
fees and reintroduce
maintenance grants

@ 30 hours of free childcare
for two-year-olds in
England

@ End the public sector pay
cap for teachers

@ Restrict primary class
sizes to 30 and introduce
free school meals for
primary school children

® Commit to more than
£30bn in extra funding for
the NHS in England over
the next five years

@ Reverse privatisation and
return health services into
public control

® Guarantee access to NHS
treatment within 18 weeks
and A&E within four hours

@ Lay the foundations of a
National Care service and
put an extra £8bn into
social care over the next
five years

® Freedom of movement will
end when Britain leaves the
European Union

@ Reinstate the Migrant
Impact fund in areas where
immigration has placed a
strain on public services

@ Take students out of
immigration numbers

@® Recruit 500 more border
guards

® Spend £7bn extra on
education, increasing
school budgets and the
Pupil Premium

® Oppose grammar schools

® End the 1% cap on
teachers’ pay rises

@ Reinstate maintenance
grants for the poorest
students

@ Add 1p onto each rate of
income tax and ring-fence
the money for NHS and
social care

® Ensure mental health care
waiting time standards
match those in physical
health care

® Ensure that there
are more nurses on
hospital wards and in the
community

® Introduce a Welsh NHS
whistle-blowing hotline

' ® Support the principle of

freedom of movement
between the UK and EU

@ Allow high-skilled
immigration to support key
sectors of the economy

® Remove students from
official migration statistics

® Welcome 50,000 Syrian
refugees over five years
and re-establish the ‘Dubs’
child refugee scheme

. The Political Parties in the UK.
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Theme 3: Politics Participation. How Parliament works.

Key Words:

Scrutinise: examine and inspect
closely and thoroughly the work of
government.

Private Members Bill: a bill, a draft
for law, that is proposed by an MP.
Public Bills: bills proposed by
government ministers.

Private Bills: bills promoted by
organisations e.g. local authorities
or private companies.

Hybrid Bills: these mix the
characteristics of public and private
bills. These would affect the

Ways in which Parliament can hold the government to account?

* Questions - MPs can ask ministers and the Prime Minister questions; Prime
Ministers Questions (PMQs) - these are questions answered by the PM every
Wednesday. The Leaders of the Opposition get first opportunity to ask
questions then the back bench MPs can,

* Work of committees - Committees work for Parliament and draft laws.
Select committees investigate the work of each government department.
These committees can demand answers to questions.

Backbench Business Committees can select motions for debate such as
e-petitions that have had over 100,000 signatures.

+ Debates- MPs can also take part in Parliamentary debates. They can allow
MPs and Lords to discuss government policy, propose new laws and current
issues. At the end of the debate a vote is taken.

general public as well as specific
groups and individuals e.g. the
construction of the HS2 rail line.
NDPBs: non-departmental public
bodies, formerly quangos.

Quangos: quasi autonomous non-
government organisations. These are
bodies that work with the
government, sometimes carrying out
services on behalf of the
government and funded by
government.

The Legislative Process (How laws are made)

In order to become a law, an idea must be set out in writing. It then goes

through various parliamentary stages before it is signed into law by the
monarch. These stages are shown in Figure 7.3,
The Green Paper

Often the Government will publish a "Green Paper’, which is a

an important role in British life by
making sure that the Government policy
is carried out. Although it serves the
Government of the day, it is politically
independent by which it ensures the
functioning of the system, stability and
security.

discussion document about a possible new law, and irvite MPs
and others to comment upan it suggestions. It is called Graen
becauss the cover is green.

\ 4
The First Reading
The Government then publishes a "White Paper’, which is a
proposal for a new law. This becomes a Bill (draft law) and is
formerly announced (First Reading) in the House of Commons.
No debate takes place at this time.

The Second Reading
This stage Involves a debate upon the principle of the proposed
legislation and a vote takes place at the end of the debate.

The Committee Stage
This stage comes next, where a group of MPs from all parties
discuss the Bill in detall, line by line, and vote on amendments.

\ 4

Figure 7.3 How laws are made by Parliament

. 4
The Report Stage
The work of the committee is discussed and voted upon in the
House of Commons.

. 4

The Third Reading (or Final Stage)

The amended legislation is voted upon and the legislation is then
sent to the House of Lords where all the same stages from First
Reading to Third Reading are gone through. if the Lords make
amendments, the Bill returns to the House of Commons where
further votes take place until the Bill is accepted.

L 4

The Royal Assent
The legislation then receives Royal Assent — it is agreed and
signed by the monarch — and then becomes Law.
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What is the role of an MP?
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MPs split their
time between
working in
Partioment and
thelr constituency.

\ S

arlioment It TRUULITY y
Ps raise constituency issues with MPs hold "surgenies” where they can
Government discuss motters with constituents
They ottend debates and vole on ne They ottend local events ond engoge
lows with the community
They are usuaily clso members of They may campaoign for loced
committees elections and referendums.
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With conscience With constituents  With the whip
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shoula vote occarcing
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rather thon because
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on MP 1o vote ogonst
a position they've
chwoys held or
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2. To vote with the
parny n the hope of

futre promotion
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the pasiion that thay
are osked 10 toke will
Eouse such harm o the
country

1 ¥ the position they
lore osked 10 toke has o
Pegotive mpoct on thelr
combituency e g MS2
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3. To ovoid the
collopse of o porty
there needs 10 be
unity; o get bty
ponsers

Powers of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

Prime Ministers have certain constitutional powers.

Although there is Cabinet government in the UK, the Prime
Minister's power is assured through ‘primus inter pares': first
among equals.

How well they use these powers depends on their personality
and political style.

The Prime Minister does not have the constitutional authority a
US President has. The Prime Minister is not directly elected by
the voters. A governing party can replace the Prime Minister
without consulting the voters, as Labour did when it elected
Gordon Brown to replace Tony Blair in 2007.

Most MPs seek promotion. The PM can use this ambition to
ensure loyalty. Sometimes a Prime Minister will appoint rivals
into the Cabinet. Prime Ministers can use the protocol of
‘collective responsibility to silence Cabinet critics. Once a
cabinet meeting, chaired by the Prime Minister makes a
decision, all cabinet Ministers must support it, whether they
agree with it or not. If they speak out in public, they must
resign. Examples of ministers who spoke out against the war in
Iraq were Clare Short and the late Robin Cook.

The Prime Minister can re-shuffle Cabinet Ministers to
different Cabinet posts. He has the power of appointment of
Jjunior ministers, senior civil servants, bishops and judges.
Special advisers

Prime ministers, and other ministers, often appoint special
advisers.

They are an additional resource for the Minister, providing
assistance from a standpoint that is more politically committed
and politically aware than would be available to them from the
Civil Service.

Some are critical of how much special advisers are consulted
compared to Cabinet colleagues.
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Ceremonial Roles and key parliamentary roles

Parliamentary

R Commentary

The Speaker The Speaker of the House of Commons is elected to the post by their fellow MPs. They
chair debates in the Commons Chamber. The Speaker is the chief officer and has the
highest authority in the Commons. The Speaker interprets the rules of the House. They can
bar members, decide who speaks and can call ministers to the House to make statements.

There are three Deputy Speakers who can also chair sittings of the House. They are
also elected by their fellow MPs. They are known as:

® the Chairman of Ways and Means

® the First Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means

® the Second Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means.

Once elected, these MPs withdraw from any active political role.

The Lord Speaker is elected by members of the House of Lords. Politically impartial,
they are responsible for chairing the debates in the Lords chamber and offering advice
on procedure.

Whips Whips are MPs or Members of the House of Lords appointed by each party in
Parliament to help organise parliamentary business and to ensure that their party’'s
MPs turn out and vote according to the party’s wishes.

Every week, whips send out a notice [called "The Whip’) to their MPs and Lords
detailing parliamentary business for the week and giving instructions on how to vote.

Frontbench MPs | Frontbenchers sit on the front green benches nearest to the Speaker in the House of
Commons. On the government side this is where ministers sit, and on the opposition
benches is where the shadow ministers representing the official opposition party sit.

Backbench MPs | A backbencher is an ordinary MP who holds no government or opposition post so
therefore sits behind the front bench on the backbenches.

Black Rod Black Rod is a senior officer in the House of Lords. They are responsible for its
security. Black Rod is also the Secretary to the Lord Great Chamberlain and is
responsible for and participates in the major ceremonial events at the Palace of
Public Westminster, for example during the State Opening of Parliament.
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Key Words:

Lobbying: a campaigning method
whereby traditionally members of
the public spoke to their MP in the
central lobby at the House of
Commons to enlist their support for
their cause.

House of Commons: the first
chamber of Parliament made up
currently of 650 elected members.
The government is formed based on
the composition of this chamber. It
is a legislative chamber that also
holds the government to account.
E-petitions: a means whereby
petitioning can take place online.
The government has introduced its
own system and many campaign
groups have set up their own
systems to gather support.

Human Rights: these are basic
rights and freedoms to which all
people are entitled. Since the end
of the Second World War, these
rights have been written into a large
number of international charters.

E-petitions are an easy way to have concerns heard by Government and
Parliament. E-petitions enable members of the public to petition the House of
Commons and press for action from the government. E-petitions have to ask
for a specific action from the government or the House of Commons and should
be about something which the Government or the House of Commons is
responsible for. A petition will need o be supported by at least six people
before it is published on the petitions site for other people to sign.

An e-petition will stay open on the e-petitions website for six months. If the
Petitions Committee decides that a petition should be debated in the main
House of Commons Chamber, it would take that request to the Backbench
Business Committee. The Petitions Committee will take the threshold of
100,000 signatures as a starting point when it considers which petitions should
be debated.

But sometimes the Committee might not put forward a petition for debate if
it's got over 100,000 signatures - for example, if the same subject has recently
been debated or if a debate is going to happen soon. If that's the case, we'll
tell you how you can find out more about parliamentary debates on the issue

raised by your petition.

Volunteering
e.g. for a charity

joining a
demonstration

Petitions
and e-
petitions 22
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Theme 3: Politics and Participation: Practice Exam

How does a monarchy differ from a theocracy? (4)

Evaluate whether it is important to have a 'free press'? (8)

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of an unwritten constitution (6)

Examine why the three principles of impartiality, anonymity, and permanence important in regard to

the civil service in the UK? (8)

How does a county council differ from a district council? (2)

How does the Budget differ from the Autumn Statement? (2)

Justify the creation of more unitary councils (8)

Evaluate whether welfare spending is a political issue in the UK (8)

. Examine why low voter turn out is an issue (8)

10.'devolution will lead to the break-up of the United Kingdom.' to what extent can this statement be

justified? (8)

11. Suggest two possible ways in which voter turn out can be improved (2)

12.Make a case for all local councils having a directly elected mayor (8)

13.What is a coalition government? (2)

14.0Outline how three different election systems operate in the UK (6)

15.Justify the following view ‘the UK has a presidential government rather than a prime ministerial
government’ (8)

16.Explain why the House of Commons is more important than the House of Lords (4)

17.Discuss why departmental select committees are important (6)

18.Examine the view that there is no real ideological basis any more to the major Westminster political
parties (8)

19.Describe and explain the key principles that govern the way the UK civil service operates (6)

20.Consider reasons why so few people vote in the UK for elections to the European Parliament (4)

21,Explain how the European parliament differs from the UK Parliament (4)

22.Examine the ways that the UK system of government could become more democratic (8)

23.Consider why some countries are described as being semi-democratic (8)
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Advice on Answering Exam Questions.

AO1 (1-2marks)

Define
Specify meaning.

AO2 (4 -emarks)

Compare
Identify similarities and/or
differences.

AO3 (8 marks) (12 marks

= AO2 and AO3)

Analyse

Separate information into
components and identify
their characteristics.

Explain Consider Evaluate

Set out purposes or Review and respond to Judge from available

reasons. given information. evidence.

Identify Describe Examine

Name or otherwise Set out characteristics. Consider carefully and

characterize. provide a detailed account
of the indicated topic.

Name Discuss Justify

Identify using a Present key points about | Support a case with

recognised technical term. | different ideas or evidence.

strengths and weaknesses
of an idea.




