
4 figure grid references: 
Golden rule of grid references: 
Step 1: the four figures given, refer 
to the bottom left corner of the 
square you are trying to find. 
Step 2: Follow with your finger 
along the bottom of the map 
(‘along the corridor’)
Step 3: Follow with your finger up 
the side of the map (‘up the stairs’) 
to find the second 2 numbers
Step 4: Follow both lines to where 
they meet. 

Measuring distance on a map
Using a scale bar on a map:

Maps can’t show the real size they are, they use a 
scale to make the map smaller. Scales can be 

different for different maps. 

Step 1: Measure the line/ distance on the map
Step 2: Move your ruler to the scale line and read off 

it. 
Also: If you know 1 grid square on a map is 4cm, and 
4cm is equal to 1km, you will be able to work out 
how far 2 grid squares are, by multiplying by 2, for 
example.
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